MINUTES OF CHAPTER LXVI STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING JANUARY 15, 2010

RICHIES RESTAURANT, FT. MONTGOMERY NY.

Attendees:   Herb Ryan, Eve Bucca, Kioni May, John Mahoney, Dan Jallota, Ben Thirey, Mike Denehy, Ray Carney
Guest: Nancy Mahoney

1900 hrs.   The Meeting was called to order by Treasurer Herb Ryan. Treasurer Ryan explained that due to President Funes illness and the travel distance involved, coupled with the fact that Vice President Steve Ryan was deployed to Afghanistan, he (Herb Ryan) had been empowered by President Funes to conduct all business of the Chapter. Treasurer Ryan had in his possession the proxy votes of both Funes and Steve Ryan to conduct business as he sees fit, and in the best interest of the Chapter.   Secretary Ryan then explained that the membership of 66 had met at the Christmas Party and decided that for the good of the Chapter continuance the move to West Point (USMA) had been approved by the membership.   Herb explained that natural attrition, deaths, and deployments had taken a toll on the Chapter. By the Christmas Party and meeting the membership had diminished to six active members. Herb was enthusiastic about the re-reorganization and revitalization of the Chapter. Treasurer Ryan then announced that for the interim re-organization period there should be Temporary Officers appointed to oversee the Chapter affairs. It was his, and President Funes’s position to resign their positions (President and Secretary) as soon as Temporary Officers were appointed. Secretary Kioni May had already resigned the position, and Vice President Steve Ryan was stepping aside for the time being deployed.  It should be noted that Steve Ryan will be available to run for office in the upcoming elections.    There was open discussion regarding the appointment of Temporary Officers to oversee the Elections and re-organization or the Chapter. The Temporary Officers (Pro Tempore) will serve as an interim board until the permanent Officers can be sworn in the May election.  There was general agreement to have nominations for a full slate of Chapter Officers (President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Secretary, and Assistant Secretary) in the March 26 meeting and an election of permanent Officers six weeks after.
Nominations for temporary Officers (Pro Tempore)

Herb Ryan nominated Mike Denehy for the position as President (Pro Tempore). The nomination was seconded by John Mahoney, and Mike Denehy accepted the nomination. No other nominations for the position. There were no dissenting votes and the motion passed.
John Mahoney nominated Ray Carney for the position of Vice President (Pro tempore). The nomination was seconded by Dan Jallota, and Ray accepted the nomination. No other nominations for the position. There were no dissenting votes, and the motion passed. 

Herb Ryan nominated Ben Thirey for the position of Treasurer (Pro Tempore). The nomination was seconded by Eve Bucca, and Ben accepted the nomination. No other nominations for the position. There were no dissenting votes, and the motion passed.

Herb Ryan nominated John Mahoney for the position of Secretary (Pro Tempore). The nomination was seconded by Eve Bucca, and John accepted the nomination. No other nominations for the position. There were no dissenting votes, and the motion passed.
There being no further business under Temporary Officers Herb Ryan turned the meeting over to President (PT) Denehy. 
Mike began by thanking the members for their confidence and expressed his desire to move Chapter 66 forward as one of the most active chapters within the SFA.  Mike explained that there were voluminous requirements to complete before we could actually be considered as a Private Organization doing business on West Point. After explaining the requirements that included audits and reviews it was agree by the membership that that filing for recognition as a private organization would be postponed until the re-organization was complete and the Permanent Officers seated.  
Mike also explained  the West Point personnel was enthusiastic about having an SFA presence on the campus and would help in any way possible. For instance, we had already been given permission to utilize the Benvinides Room for specific social events and meetings. At this point in time it would not be possible to obtain a dedicated “Team Room” on campus. 
Mike informed the membership that the owner of Ritchie’s Restaurant in Ft. Montgomery has volunteered that one of his Dining Rooms would be re-dedicated as “The Special Forces Room”. There is already a “Ranger Room” on premise, and not to be outdone the membership accepted.    
Mike further stated that any donation of appropriate Special Forces memorabilia that could be secured through the Chapter could be displayed in the West Point Museum.  It was decided that we would wait until Jim Kilcullen return from Florida before we attempt to secure any memorabilia. 

It was decided by the membership that the formal title of Chapter 66 would hence forth be;  Chapter LXVI John J. Kedenburg Memorial Chapter, West Point, NY.
President (PT) Denehy then stated he would secure a Postal Box mailing address at the Ft. Montgomery PO.  Once this is secured Keoni May will close the present Postal Box and direct all mail be forwarded to Ft. Montgomery.

President (PT) directed Secretary (PT) Thirey to secure a Chapter LXVI account at a local bank. Once this is accomplished the present Chapter account in Brooklyn will be closed and the funds deposited locally.    

NEW BUSINESS

President (PT) Denehy asked if any Chapter members would be interested in attending the Howard internment in Arlington National Cemetery on 21 Feb.  Secretary (PT) Mahoney stated he would attend and canvas the membership for other volunteers.
President (PT) Denehy also stated that Chapter 66 would more than likely participate in some fashion at the West Point graduation ceremony this May. As more details became available he would update the membership.

During the discussion of the two above items it was noted the Chapter Colors were still in the possession of Mike Applequist.  Secretary (PT) Mahoney noted that he had made a few phone calls, both to Applequist’s home and place of business, followed with an email. To date Applequist had not responded.  Both Herb Ryan and Kioni May noted the same. Eve Bucca stated she had also made an attempt but had not been successful.   It was decided that in the best interest of all (Chapter 66 and Mike Applequist) one more attempt would be made by Eve. Pending the outcome of that request other appropriate remedies under the SFA Constitution can be considered.
There being no further business a motion to adjourn was made by Secretary (TP) Mahoney, seconded by VP (TP) Ray Carney. President (TP) Denehy announced the next meeting would be on March 26, and held at Ritchie’s Restaurant, Rt 9W, Ft. Montgomery, NY at 1900 hrs. He then adjourned the meeting at 2030 hrs.

John S. Mahoney

Secretary (Pro Tempore)

